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I was religious as a child and read the Bible, which 

oЕen Catholics do not actually do, relying on the priest 

for the interpretation and understanding. In college, I 

practiced yoga and Buddhist /Hindu styles of 

meditation for about two or three years. Near the end 

of my first year in college, 1 made a vow to "go all the 

way” with religion. To find God.

It was rough to know what to believe. Later I prayed It was rough to know what to believe. Later I prayed 

like this: "I am sending this prayer out to the One True 

God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses 

and Jesus. If You are there guide me."

I remember one time with particular clarity. When it I remember one time with particular clarity. When it 

came time to write my dissertation for the Ph.D. I had 

to include a section about a religious tradition that was 

not my own. I chose Islam. Believe it or not, it was the 

one religious tradition I knew nothing about! Їis 

struck me as somewhat odd. But I noticed I did indeed 

have a prejudice against it. I felt somewhat repulsed by 

it, actually. (StuЊ leЕ over from the Crusades). How 

could there be revelation aЕer 'Їe Jesus Event 

(pbuh)"? 

It was diЎcult finding decent books on Islam. I had to 

get most by mail-order. Їere was an Islamic Center 

here so I began to go there and learn some things. Їe 

people at the Islamic Center were very nice. Not really 

what I expected. No one put the slightest pressure on 

me to convert. It was nothing like being around 

born-again or evangelical Christians, which was what I 

half expected.

Well, they weren't like that at all. Їey simply presented 

the information and answered my questions. No one 

bothered me. Nothing resembling pressure to convert. 

Just a warm openness.

Їis went on for a few years. I was reading a lot about Їis went on for a few years. I was reading a lot about 

Islam, but did not read the Koran. Slowly, my 

prejudices and repulsion faded away as I learned true 

stories about Muhammed (pbuh), as well as Muslim 

history, beliefs and theology.

My life and total worldview changed. I myself would be 

changed.


